Interview
with...
FA R I D M A M M A D O V
Executive Director of Iteca Caspian LLC
Q. As a Formula 1 fan, what do you think about
the shake-up of the regulations and the resulting
modifications to the F1 cars?
As a Formula 1 fan, I believe the new shake-up to the
regulations for the race cars will be very good for Formula 1.
The newer engines are more efficient and economical, and the
wider tires will produce more lateral grip on the racetracks,
while the wider rear wings and large diffusers that create more
efficient aerodynamics will increase the speed in turns, and will
make the racing even more spectacular. Moreover, the exterior
bodywork of the race cars now looks even more attractive; in
my humble opinion, they have a more striking appearance.
However, I do believe there is something that was overlooked
in the latest Formula 1 redesign, and that is the sound of the
engines; the engine note is not as loud as it used to be, and to
be quite honest, I am not happy with the absence of the sound
that the previous cars made during the races.
Q. Have you attended any Formula 1 races other
than at Baku? What was your impression of the
race? What is the difference between the Azerbaijan
Grand Prix and other races you have attended?
I have been watching Formula 1 almost from the very first
broadcast; that is, since Barcelona 1992. In almost 25 years,
I’ve missed only 1 or 2 Grand Prix races. And, of course, as an
avid fan, I was not satisfied with simply watching the races on
TV, so I attended several Grand Prix races. The first race-track
I ever visited was Istanbul Park, to see the Turkish Grand Prix
and I’m sad to say that since 2011 this track has not been used
for F1 racing. The Istanbul track, which I’ve visited twice, has a
unique layout and I’m therefore disappointed that this Grand
Prix circuit has not been included in the Formula 1 calendar.
I’ve also been to the Silverstone circuit in the UK on 2 separate
occasions, to Yas Marina in Abu Dhabi, and the Autodromo
Nazionale Monza, a racetrack near the city of Monza, north
of Milan, in Italy. Of course, the atmosphere at the races at
Silverstone and Monza differs from that of the Turkish, Abu
Dhabi and Baku circuits. I attribute this primarily to the fact
that the sports racing traditions in England and Italy have a
long and storied history. Fans of Formula 1 are well aware of
what happens on the track, they are versed in cars and racing
technology and have long been following the happenings in
the paddocks of their favourite teams, and all this is reflected in
the atmosphere in the stands.There are a couple of criticisms
about Formula 1 racing in Azerbaijan, and not everyone is
reacting positively to this event.
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Q. What is your response to this criticism and your
opinion regarding the benefits of F1 races for the
country?
The criticism I have heard from the new heads of Formula
1, i.e. from the new owners (Liberty Media), slightly aroused
my bewilderment. Because Baku is hosting the Grand Prix for
just the second time and it is strange to make comparisons
between the Baku Grand Prix and events, which already
have a 30-year history, and with tracks like Silverstone and
Monza, with over 50 years of racing history.As you may well
know, Iteca Caspian, the company that I manage, is an event
organiser, and therefore we, as professionals, can say with
complete confidence that the Grand Prix in Baku is organised
at a very high level. Moreover, we are not the only ones saying
so. This is evidenced by the banners with the inscription
“Well Done Baku!” which were posted on the highway on the
initiative of the former head of Formula 1, Bernie Ecclestone.
As an F1 race organiser with more than 30 years of experience,
he was very impressed with Baku’s ability to professionally
prepare the city’s track in such a short period of time. After all,
city tracks are always very challenging. They differ from other
tracks in that drivers have virtually no margin for error. I have
no doubt that Azerbaijan will reap significant benefits from
holding a prestigious event like the Formula 1 Grand Prix,
both in the medium and long term. To date, only 20 countries
in the world are afforded this privilege, and I am extremely
pleased that Azerbaijan is among them. After the World Cup
and the Olympic Games, Formula One is the most popular
sporting event, and we must not forget that while the World
Cup and the Olympic Games are held every 4 years, Grand
Prix racing takes place every two weeks during the season, and
that each Formula One Grand Prix is watched by more than
300 million viewers worldwide. Therefore, with the attention
of the international community during the race, when it
seems like almost the whole world is watching, Azerbaijan will
benefit tremendously. First of all, the holding of Formula 1 will
contribute to the recognition of our country, the development
of tourism, and the expansion of motorsports in Azerbaijan.
Also, as importantly, such competitions help to provide
invaluable experience for the people who are engaged in the
event organisation and this in turn enhances the motorsportrelated qualifications of specialists with varying profiles. I also
think that the popularization of Formula One is stimulated by
the marshals’ movement which is very active in Baku. I am very
pleased to note that in our company alone there are 9 marshals
who worked not only at the Baku race meet, but also during
the Grand Prix of Bahrain.
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Q. Considering last year’s reviews, what is the level of
social awareness of the Azerbaijani people about the
world of F1 this year?
A year after the first event, Formula One has become more
popular in Azerbaijan. People are beginning to better understand
and enjoy the race and are getting to know what Formula One is
all about. The country has already experienced an influx of tourists
in connection with the races, and this increase is reflected in all
spheres of life. After all, Formula One is not the only sight worth
seeing in Azerbaijan, so it also has a direct effect on the country’s
infrastructure, including full hotels and restaurants, and so much
more. Of course, in Azerbaijan we don’t yet have an army of F1
fans like there is for football, for example, but who knows what
will happen in the future. You have been the CEO of Iteca Caspian
since 2000, and have managed numerous events in Azerbaijan.
Q. Considering this, what is your opinion about the
prospects for future collaboration with the F1 world?
As event organisers, we would of course be very happy to be
a part of the Grand Prix in Azerbaijan. I should note that the
management of the Baku City Circuit, headed by Arif Rahimov,
is doing an excellent job in organising this event. If they ever have
a desire to consult us as professional organisers of various events,
we would gladly get involved in this process, considering both my
specific knowledge of this industry as well as my long-standing
interest in Formula One.
Q. What do you think about the retirement of Nico
Rosberg, the current world champion of F1? Who is
your favourite driver for this season? Who is your alltime favourite driver in the history of F1?
When I heard the news of the retirement of champion Nico
Rosberg, at first I thought it was an April fool’s joke. As far as I can
recall, this has happened previously in Formula One, and even
more than once, but even so, this news really shocked me. Given
that the Mercedes team is still leading the table he could easily
have driven this year too. Of course, after a while, I realized the
motives which may have prompted Nico to make such a bold and
difficult decision, I believe - to retire. He has probably endured a
lot of stress over the past year, because to compete with a driver
like Lewis Hamilton, to be able to defeat him, takes enormous
physical and moral strength. I understand and respect his decision,
and I hope he finds what he is looking for in his life after Formula
One. As for this season, I’m rooting for Lewis Hamilton, for the
Mercedes team. I hope that his talent and the car will allow him
to become a four-time world champion. If you look through the
prism of the history of racing, then over all these years I’ve had two
favourite drivers - the Brazilian driver-wizard Ayrton Senna, and
Colombian racer Juan Pablo Montoya.
Q. Despite the difficulty of the Baku racetrack, drivers
handled it pretty decently last year. What do you think
about the drivers’ reactions this year?
The configuration of the Baku track is quite complicated,
although, despite the predictions, the race was almost accidentfree and we did not see the Safety Cars deployed. I think that
the drivers were somewhat frightened by the GP2 race, in which
a huge number of accidents occurred. In addition, it was the
first Grand Prix in Azerbaijan, so the drivers were just getting
accustomed to the track. This year, I think the drivers will be more
daring, given that the cars are now faster. I do hope that despite the
fact that the drivers will have a little more difficulty than last year;
the race weekend will end without any serious injuries, although I
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think that this time around the Safety Cars will contribute to the
unpredictability of the race.As you may remember, a speed record
was set at the Baku City Circuit last year. Are you expecting any
new records because of the new modifications?I remember very
well that the speed record was set in Baku last year and that it was
set by the current Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas (he drove for
Williams last year). Considering the fact that this year there are
now wider cars with wider tires and increased downforce, I think
that we can hardly expect that the maximum speed record will be
exceeded. I think that this unique achievement at the Baku track
last year will stand for many years.The drivers begin a new season
under the new rules, on equal terms. I think that the changes in
the rules will shake up the existing order of things and make the
race much more interesting and lively. The Baku track is very
beautiful, even though it is technically quite difficult. There are
several bottlenecks, descents and slopes. I wish all the competitors
an emotional race and advise them to not be afraid to take risks.
Good luck to all the teams. We are cheering for you!

